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ABSTRACT : 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain wide range image pickup. with high 
picture 

quantity on the bright side of an object illuminance even by using an 
extinction filter. 



SOLUTION: An image pickup device is provided with a diaphragm 
means 106 for 

changing the size of a diaphragm aperture for deciding incident light 
quantity 

to an image pickup means 107, extinction filter 104 moving between an 
insertion 

position covering the whole part of the diaphragm aperture and a 
retracting 

position retracting from the whole part of the diaphragm aperture, 
and control 

means 110 for controlling the diaphragm means 106 according to 
subj ect 

illuminance detected through the image pickup means 107, and 
controlling the 

movement of the extinction filter. The control means operates 
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control for 

allowing the extinction filter 104 to move to the insertion position 
when the 

size of the diaphragm aperture is turned into a first prescribed 
value in a 

state that the extinction filter 104 is positioned at the retracting 
position, 

and allowing the diaphragm means 106 to make the diaphragm aperture 
larger than 

the first prescribed value at the same time. 
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